The Encourager

January 10, 2021
Welcome Guest

We are so glad you’ve come for worship today! Our prayer is you will be blessed by your time
with us. Please feel free to ask us any questions you may have concerning our worship.
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Sermon Notes
The Church

THE CHURCH AS GOD’S FAMILY

John 13:34-35
THE CHURCH AS FAMILY

Colossians 3:12-15

Matthew 12:46-50

John 3:3-5

AN INSTRUCTIVE ANALOGY

Daily Devotional
BABEL TO PENTECOST—Acts 2

PILLAR OF TRUTH—1 Timothy 3:14-15

Today, I will…make my mission to bring unity, Today, I will…use my church family as a rerather than division, into God’s world
source in my spiritual journey and search for
truth
FOREVER FAMILY—Mark 10:28-31
Today, I will…treat the church as my true
family.
LOVE ONE ANOTHER—John 13:34-25
Today, I will…show the love and service of
Jesus to my church family

CHURCH MATTERS—Ephesians 1:22-23
Today, I will…commit myself to being part of
a community of Christians that is greater
than myself

Persist
Peak of the Week
The book of Hebrews, although originally written to
Christians who were Jewish, and were in danger of
leaving Christ to return to their previous faith, is also
for Christians who:
• Are being drawn back into the world.
• Are growing weak in their faith.
• Have experienced tragedy or loss,
• Have lost their first love - Christ
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what we have heard, so that we do not drift away.
In effect, the writer is saying, do you know and value
what you have in Christ?
He offers them a contrast between what they had in
Judaism and what they have in Jesus.
Vs. 2: For since the message spoken through angels was
binding, and every violation and disobedience received
its just punishment, 3 how shall we escape if we ignore
so great a salvation?

• Have sacrificed to become & live as Christians. Earlier, he started this letter by saying: Hebrews 1:1-3:
• Have traded the good news for ritual,
OURS IS A GREAT SALVATION!
• Have stopped growing &become desensitized
to a need for growth in their spiritual lives.
It’s written to revitalize and renew them spiritually. Its
teachings are critical if we’re to persevere – to persist
in one direction in our walk with Jesus.
Hebrews 2:1-4:
1. Know the danger of ____________ ______________.

3. Remember that we have a great ________________!
Hebrews 12:9:
In effect, the writer asks, “why would we, how could
we” ignore such a great savior and such a great
salvation?”
Hebrews 12:1-3:

Before we lose our faith, we first lose our focus!
The Word for “drift” is the Word used for a boat unsecured, slowly drifting away from the dock. Or a ring slip- Therefore, don’t give up. Don’t walk away. Endure!
ping off of our finger. Or snow slipping off a landscape. Hebrews 10:35-36:
THE DANGER OF DRIFTING
The easiest way to drift away – is to _____________.
The Philippian jailer asked Paul in Acts 16:30, ‘What
must I do to be saved.’ Paul answered him. The
question, ‘What must I do to be lost?’ also has an answer: nothing. To do nothing is to just drift along by the
currents of the world around you.
2. Appreciate what ______ _________________.
Hebrews 12:1:
We must pay the most careful attention, therefore, to
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1. Name 2 times in the past
3. What hinders persistence? 5. Name three scriptures
where Perhaps Persistence
What could be the solution
which encourage a person
Paid off.
to more Persistence?
to persist.

2. Thank of 2 Times this week 4. How can one persist and
failed short? Could Pernot be singled out as a
sisting have been helpful?
pushy person

Cry Out to the LORD
LIKE THE SAILORS IN TODAY’S PASSAGE,
at some point you will hit great
turbulence in your life. Perhaps you are
currently experiencing a storm with no
end in sight. Your situation may be so
serious that you wonder how you’ll ever
get through it. You’ve tried everything
possible to resolve the matter but to
no avail.
The solution is to do exactly
what these sailors did—cry to the Lord in
your trouble (Ps. 107:28). After all, He is
sovereign over storms and uses them for
His good purposes. God knows we sometimes need to reach the end of our own
resources before we will turn to Him.

Then, if we call out to the Lord and
submit to His authority over the storm,
He will calm the waves in His perfect
timing and guide us to safety.
Remember, the goal is not simply to
escape turmoil but to learn to depend on
the Lord instead of ourselves. Trusting
Him to handle what we cannot will
ultimately lead to gladness, thanks, and
praise for His lovingkindness and
intervention on our behalf.
And another wonderful result will be that
we tell others how faithful God has been
so they can trust Him, too.

The Cracked Acorn
carson van arsdall
I like winter much
better; come winter
when I am bundled up
in my parka, gloves
and heavy clothing,
but there comes a time when I will
think ""Summer is much better!"
Escaping my season’ problems I retreat to the "World's Smallest
office" and open a 500 piece puzzle
entitled -White Roses at Portland
Head, Maine. It is a little bigger
than past ones and has lots of blue
sky, ocean, and moss-covered rocks
along the shoreline. It requires
some time to get the boundaries
started and then hours of searching
to match colors and different
shapes.
The dictionary word PUZZLE means
not only a game but: to baffle or
confuse mentally by presenting a
difficult problem, may be a toy that
requires ingenuity and assembly of
many parts, and to be in a state of
bewilderment. Solving a puzzle requires deep thinking and skill for its
solution. There are Chinese puzzles,
crossword puzzles, jigsaw puzzles,
number puzzles and word puzzles.

There is the SALAMANDER puzzle
where each piece is the same
shaped sized lizard-like piece.
A good puzzle can cause us to mull
over, ponder, chew over, reflect,
ruminate, speculate, contemplate;
each puzzle can disguise itself as a
mystery, a paradox, enigma, conundrum, a maze, labyrinth and a teaser and a question; it leaves us to
solve, work out, rack our brains,
crack, resolve and decipher; all this
goes together very nicely to give
you a delightful and exciting experience.
When problems crowd into our
lives, a simple puzzle could offer
mental calm. Matthew 6:34 Take
therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take
thought for the things of itself.
Sufficient unto the day is the evil
thereof.
The NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION
uses PUZZLE in two Scriptures.
Mark 6:20 because Herod
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him.
Acts 5:24 On hearing this re-

port, the captain of the temple
guard and the chief priests were
puzzled, wondering what would
come of this.

"God's will is like the picture on the
box top of a great jigsaw puzzle.
And each person is engaged in the
discernment process around a specific topic. Some may have a few of
the pieces in her or his hand. Bit by
bit, then, we share the pieces of the
Divine puzzle, placing on the table
around which we have gathered.
We take turns handling the pieces,
twisting them, gathering them,
moving them together or apart,
wanting to make sense of them." -a
comment about puzzles from an
INTERNET BLOGGER.
God moves in a mysterious
way, His wonders to perform;
He plants his footsteps in the
sea,And rides upon the
storm.Deep in unfathomable
mines Of never failing skill,He
feared John and protected him, treasures up his bright deknowing him to be a righteous
signs,And works his sovereign
and holy man. When Herod
heard John, he was greatly puz- will. William Cowper (17311800)
zled; yet he liked to listen to

Prayer
Request

Pam Chambers
Sue Adams
Gloria Kinney
Condolences to: The Mildred Bean
Guy family on the loss Bobby Jo Henderson
of their son to Covid. Kenny Henderson Jr
David Born
Carol Ritenour
Joel Jones
Rita Mullins
Bill Adams
Pat Derflinger
Craig Derflinger
Ruth Martin
Barbara Swisher
Kim Wines
Jesse Mae Swisher
Remi Wines
Christy Swisher
Scott McCool

News and Notes

Michael Michelucci
Linda York
Missionaries
Our Nation
Our Military
Those Battling
Cancers
Debra Lawson
Aiden Thompson
Micah Brue
Haywood Seal
Shelly Long
Valerie Tewalt

Ann Derflinger
C.R. Newlin
Priscilla L.
Jeff Pingley
Wendy Willoughby
Robert Jenkins
Kathy Ludwick
Shirley Williams
Phylicia Smoot
David is slowly
recovering.

Reagan Anderson 1/9
Jane McCool 1/16

Congregational Meeting!!
January 17th
1:30 pm.
Please submit any items
for the agenda, before
January 14th to Steve.

Eddie Benefit 1/17
Ann Marie Mayberry
1/20
David Born 1/22
Joel Jones 1/23
David Mayberry 1/27

Bill & Linda Adams 1/13

Mike & Mark for the new
look of the baptistry.
Thermal Shelter needs are
listed on the BB.

James For Beginners
Practical Christianity

Bible TalkTV
Mike Mazzalongo
L 3 Christianity More Than Ceremony

Intro – Review
I. How a Christian deals with temptation
James 1:13
God is not
God does not
Why?

1.
2.

II. How does temptation lead to sin?
James 1:14-15
Realize that temptation
How temptation leads to sin.
Vs. 14
We become victims of sin because
Temptation and sin track

III. What to do when tempted:
Identify
Say
Pray
Seek
Change
James 1:15
Cain & Abel
Gen. 2:2-5
Vs. 6-7
Vs. 8Satan’s ultimate goal is to
Summary
How does a Christian deal with sin?
Recognize
Take
I John 1:9
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