The Encourager

November 15 2020
Welcome Guest
We are so glad you’ve come for worship today! Our prayer is you will be blessed by your time
with us. Please feel free to ask us any questions you may have concerning our worship.
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140 West 15th Street
Front Royal, VA, 22630
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SimpleBibleLessons.com

Sunday Service’s
Bible Study
Worship
Afternoon

10:00 am
11:00 am
2:00 pm
Wednesday 7:00 pm

Personal Bible Study
SimpleBibleLessons.com
Online & In Home
Correspondence
Food Pantry
By Appointment
Minister
John Stephen Smith
540-635-2613
ministerfrcoc@gmail.com

Monies for our Holiday
Baskets for December is
being collected now. See
or call Juanita if any
questions.

Remember In Prayer
Condolences to:
Cindy Candenquist
on the passing of
her Aunt Sadie &
Steve Guy on the
passing of his
mother.
Steve Guy’s son as
well is ill.
Janet Jones
Joel Jones
Bobby Jo
Henderson
Carol Ritenour
Lori Gunter
Amy Ridenour
David Cline
Gloria Kinney
Rita Mullins
Pat Derflinger
Mildred Bean
Ruth Martin
Kim Wines
Remi Wines
Scott McCool
Michael Michelucci
Mary Steele

News and Notes

Linda York
Missionaries
Our Nation
Law-Enforcement
Our Military
RSW Jail Ministry
The President

Birthday’s &
Anniversaries

Those Battling
Cancers
Debra Lawson
Aiden Thompson
Micah Brue
Haywood Seal
Shelly Long
Valerie Tewalt
Ann Derflinger
C.R. Newlin
Priscilla L.
Jeff Pingley
Wendy Willoughby
Robert Jenkins
Kathy Ludwick
Shirley Williams
Phylicia Smoot

Carson
Van Arsdall 11/26

Isaac Pepin 11/8
Abby Lichliter
11/17

Rex Callaway
11/26
Brenda Born
11/29

Don’t Forget Our
Homebound
Nancy Barnes
Jim Duran

Prayers for those
missing worship.

Collecting items for
the Homeless at
Therma Shelter of Front Royal:
This shelter is offered in the
winter months for the homeless
here in Front Royal. Bring your
items and food here at the
building and it will be delivered to
the shelter on 15th St.
Men & women socks, hats &
gloves, backpacks, sweat pants &
tops, snacks, fruits, coffee &
creamer, men & women hygiene
items.
“So let your light shine before
men”
“Be a servant to those less
fortunate”

Matthew 16:13-16

SUNDAY SHOWS OUR KING’S HUMILITY
Philippians 2:7
2 Corinthians 8:9
Zechariah 9:9
Matthew 21:9
Mark 11:10.
Matthew 12:14

MONDAY SHOWS OUR KING’S
EMOTIONS
Matthew 21:19
Isaiah 53:3.
Isaiah 9:6
Matthew 21:15

TUESDAY SHOWS OUR KING THE
MASTER TEACHER
Matthew 21:1-23
Mark 12:14.
Luke 20:23–26
Matthew 22:29–36
Mark 12:28
Matthew 22:37– 40
Matthew 23:1–36
Matthew 25:1–46

Peter’s
Metamorphoses

Study Notes 3 of 4
Peters Ultimate Test
November 18, 2020

Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge before my Father in heaven. But whoever disowns me
before others, I will disown before my Father in heaven.” These are among Jesus’ most potent and challenging teachings
while he was here on earth. They ring out as a warning to us as well as those who heard them in the first century. They
are both encouraging as we contemplate Jesus acknowledging us as one of his own before God in heaven, but they are
very sobering with the possibility of him disowning us before the Father. Never in his wildest imaginations did he think in
the 3 ½ years of being trained by Jesus that he would be one who would disown the Savior! On one occasion, Peter told
Jesus, “I am ready to go with you to prison and to death” (Luke 22:33). In Matthew’s account, his words were, “Even if all
fall away on account of you, I never will” and then added, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown
you” (Matthew 26:33, 35).
PETER FAILS THE TEST
To get the full story, read Matthew 26. But for our purposes today, read verses 69-75. Next to the cross itself, Peter’s disowning the Lord has to rank as one of the greatest disappointments ever recorded in history!
WHY? HOW COULD THIS HAPPEN TO PETER, THE “ROCK”? Here are some reasons for you and me to understand and
learn a great lesson from them: PETER’S ULTIMATE TEST “Jesus looked at him and said, ‘You are Simon son of John. You
will be called Peter (a rock).’” John 1:42 Series:
1. Sheer A_____________________________! He could be quite bold, courageous but when death stared him in the
face, he caved to his fears.
2. He was still very, very B_______________________________________. We find him at this stage in his development,
still showing signs of human weakness. While Jesus prays his heart out, Peter gives in to his need to sleep. When confronted by his accusers, he goes back to his old life, the pre-Jesus years, and begins to rain down curses.
3. His bravado, it seems, was just a C________________________________. As we’ve noted over and over, he was usually the first one to speak out or speak up. His assertions of staying faithful to Jesus were very bold and passionate.
Could it be that Peter felt strong and brave when in the presence of Jesus, but found himself weak as a kitten when
on his own?
4. Peter hung with the D________________________________________________! In Mark’s account, the Bible says,
“Peter followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest and warmed himself at the fire” (Mark
14:54). While Jesus was being falsely charged, beaten with the guards’ fists, and spat upon, Peter was “below in the
courtyard” when the servant girl identified him while he was still warming at the fire among the enemies. Two problems here: keeping himself at a distance from Jesus and hanging with the wrong crowd.
5. Could it be that the concept of Jesus’ E___________________________________ was still cloudy? Peter had the
boldness to protect Jesus when he was arrested by attacking one of the soldiers, cutting off his ear. Even the midst of
that gruesome act and the tension of the moment, Jesus stays true to who he is by healing the ear of the enemy soldier. Yet Peter is acting physically, not spiritually. He had enough courage to attack the soldier but not enough faith
to carry him through the cross (which Jesus had told them about) and stay on track to the fulfillment of Jesus’ mission on earth. There were still some disconnects among the apostles as to the spiritual nature of Jesus’ kingdom.
The Bible describes a very heart-wrenching moment when it says in Luke 22:61, “Jesus turned and looked straight at Peter.” This was after his three denials and the crowing of the rooster. Can you imagine that look? Can you imagine how the
Lord felt? Can you imagine how Peter felt? He experienced bitter sorrow as he broke down and wept bitterly. Surely, he
had failed the “ultimate test!”
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Peter’s Metamorphosis

3 of 4— Peter’s Ultimate Test

Daily Devotionals or Bible Studies

November Week 3

1. The passage in Matthew 10:32-33 is one of Jesus’ most pointed commands. How do you
personally feel about that? Do you first notice the positive or the adverse outcomes? List
some possible situations in your personal life where this challenge could take place in a real-life scenario.

2. When you read Peter’s denials (as in Matthew 26:69-75, Mark 14:66-72, Luke 22:54-62,
and John 18:15- 18, 25-27), what emotions do you feel? Do you agree with the statement
in the message that says, “Next to the cross, Peter’s disowning the Lord has to rank as one
of the greatest disappointments ever recorded in history”? Why or why not? What are
some lessons to be learned here about our own spiritual progress?

3. Of the five reasons for his denial listed in this lesson, which of the five seems to be the
most substantial reason to you for his denial? Can you list other reasons to add to this list?

4. The moment that “Jesus turned and looked straight at Peter” is one of high drama and sadness. How would you describe that “look”? How would you describe what Jesus was feeling and how it must have made Peter feel? Are there any applications to be made from this
for us?

5. This lesson ends with some hope as Peter stayed in contact with the other disciples, and as
they went fishing early one morning. These two actions of Peter show some depth of character in that he did not totally turn away and hide. It allowed Jesus to appear to them a
third time and to reinforce his love and resurrection to them. What are some ways God uses contact with other followers of Christ to keep us secure and in his presence in our world
today?
Presented by the Church of Christ @ 140 West 15th Street, Front Royal Virginia 22630 www.FrontRoyalchurchofChrist.com

The Cracked Acorn

Sleep

carson van arsdall

November 15, 2020

It was five years ago when I wrote about my Dad
that I had confided to him while working
underneath my car I would sometimes take a short
nap. He told me he had been doing so for years. It
took me by surprise I was already doing what I then
thought an old person's habit. I now find naps
overtake me at inconvenient times when I am trying
to watch an interesting television program.
I have returned to the fascinating arena of sleep.
Medical experts on the subject find we have always
needed sleep, it's the prime ingredient for the
healthy recipe of a long life. Americans are finding it
harder & harder to squeeze eight hours of "down
time" into their lives. One out of three suffer
chronic reasons denying them adequate rest. It can
be shown close to fifty percent of the drivers in the
morning & evening commutes have not prepared
themselves for this daily stress test & face the
possibility of causing or being part of a serious
accident. High auto & medical insurance rates are
the indicators showing we as a nation are not
admitting we need to heed what the Lord has said in
the Scriptures.

Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders
labor in vain. Unless the Lord watches over the
city, the watchmen stand guard in vain. In vain
you rise early & stay up late, toiling for food to
eat - for HE grants sleep to those HE loves.
Psalm 127:1,2
Then you will go on your way in safety, & your
foot will not stumble; when you lie down, your
sleep will be sweet. Proverb 5:23,24
The sleep of a laborer is sweet, whether he eats
little or much, but the abundance of a rich man
permits him no sleep. Ecclesiastes 5:12

Note: how the Lord uses the word "sleep" in I
Thessalonians 5:1,6
Now, brothers, about times & dates we do not need
to write to you, for you know that the day of the
Lord will come like a thief in the night. So then, let
us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be
alert & self-controlled. ( I understand this to mean
metaphorically we are not to "sleeping" by worldly
standards but to stay conscious to the fact the Lord
may return for those He has given sweet restful
physical sleep.)
How much sleep do we need? Margaret Thatcher
was notorious for existing on three to four hours a
night & she wasn't exactly an underachiever. Many
would be proud to have her level of achievement.
We cannot live without some sleep. "There's an
account of a coast-to-coast airplane crew who
put the plane on autopilot & then all fell
asleep. The plane, loaded with passengers,
overshot the destination & was a hundred
miles out to sea before air traffic control
was able to wake them over the radio." from
Understanding Human Limits In A World
that Never Sleeps by Martin Moore-Ede
So if you are building up a sleep debt, here are a few
tips. Try them - could save your life & others with
you: Avoid energy drinks (caffeine,) with loads of
sugar, try to sleep in a noise free place, avoid strenuous exercise late in the evening, cut out stress &
worries - if possible, have a light snack before bedtime, some say to keep the television & radio out of
the bedroom & try to avoid long naps during the
day.

Why We Can Trust
God
WHAT SITUATIONS CAUSE YOU TO DOUBT GOD? Do fears come because the
future seems uncertain? Are hardships a challenge since they make the Lord
appear unkind? Or perhaps your expectations and dreams have come crashing
down, and it seems God is nowhere to be found.
Since our heavenly Father is omniscient, sovereign, and loving, we have every
reason to trust Him regardless of the circumstance.
GOD IS INFINITELY WISE. We may have all the information that is humanly
possible to gather, but God alone knows the future, the details of every
situation, and the best possible plan for our life.

•

•

THE LORD HAS COMPLETE AUTHORITY OVER ALL EVENTS. Even though God’s
ways are beyond our comprehension, we can trust Him, knowing that His
control is exercised perfectly according to His complete knowledge and great
love.
•

GOD’S LOVE IS UNFAILING. No matter what we are facing, nothing can
separate us from His love, which is in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:31-39).

Let’s take some time today to ponder God’s limitless love, wisdom, and
sovereignty. When you are trusting in Him, you’ll be able to follow His path for
your life, and your heart won’t be troubled (John 14:1)

Jesus:Greater Ministry than Aaron 10:1 -18

The Book of Hebrews

BibleTalkTV

Lesson 10
Mike Mazzalongo

Intro- Review

I. The Glory of Christ: 1:1 – 10:18
Jesus is greater than the PROPHETS, 1:1-3.

Jesus is greater than the ANGELS, 1:4 – 2:18.
Jesus is greater than MOSES, 3:1 – 4:13.
Jesus is greater than AARON (Priesthood), 4:14 – 7:28.
Jesus is greater than the JEWISH RELIGION (Sacrificial system), 8:1 – 10:18.

II. The Glory of the Church of Christ: 10:19 – 13:25
The glorious church if FAITHFUL, 10:19 – 11:40.
The glorious church is HOLY, 12:1 – 13:25.

Introduction- Ch. 10:1-18

Author climaxes argument here with the idea that the results* if Jesus’ ministry are superior to the results
of the Levitical priests’ ministry.
*If the results are better, it is proof that everything else is better, too.

I. Results of Jewish High Priest’s work, 10:1-4.
Vs. 1-2

Vs. 3-4

II. Christ’s sacrifice, 10:5-10.
Vs. 5-7
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The Book of Hebrews

BibleTalkTV

Vs. 8-10

III. Final Summary, 10:11-18.
Vs. 11

Vs. 12-14

Vs. 15-17

Vs. 18
Author’s Summary

Shows that Old Testament sacrifices

Demonstrates that Christ’s sacrifice

Summarizes his own arguments

Lesson Summary
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